
WS Chamber hosts Knox, Gallagher-Cohen, Trump and Pellegrino to address membership
 

January 18, 2012 - West Seneca, NY ɀ The West Seneca Chamber of Commerce is pleased to 

announce the 2012 Breakfast Speakers Series, sponsored by Integrys Energy Solutions of NY. 
 

Each breakfast event will begin with a networking session at 7:30am followed by chamber 

announcements at 7:50am with breakfast and program to follow. Additional guests who will 

be speaking each month have a topical message to share as it relates to their organization 

and or upcoming event taking place in the Buffalo Niagara region. Biographies and 

information about each event is attached to this media advisory for your reference.  
  

2012 West Seneca Chamber of Commerce Breakfast Speakers Series 
 

Thursday, January 26,  2012 ɀ 7:30am 

ChristeȭÓ 2ÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔ - 1056 Union Rd in the Southgate Plaza 

- Seymour H. Knox, IV  ɀ Buffalo Niagara Businessperson & Philanthropist 

- Ken Hansen ɀ Board Member, Amanda Hansen Foundation 
 

Thursday, March 22, 2012 ɀ 7:30am 

2ÙÁÎȭÓ 'ÒÅÙÓÉÄÅ 'ÒÉÌÌÅ Ǫ &ÌÁÐÐÙȭÓ 0ÕÂ ɀ 5700 Seneca Street at Transit Road 

- Dottie Gallagher-Cohen, President & CEO ɀ Visit Buffalo Niagara 
- %ÌÉÚÁÂÅÔÈ /ȭ$ÏÎÎÅÌÌȟ  &ÏÕÎÄÅÒ Ǫ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ - Gliding Stars 

 

Thursday, May 10, 2012 ɀ 7:30am 

4ÈÅ #ÏÌÕÍÎȭÓ "ÁÎÑÕÅÔ 2ÏÏÍ ɀ 2221 Transit Road at Seneca Street 

- Donald L. Trump, MD, FACP ɀPresident/CEO-Roswell Park Cancer Institute 

- Lisa Scherer - Manager, The Ride For Roswell 

 

Thursday, October 11, 2012 ɀ 7:30am 

+ÏÔÅÃËÉȭÓ 'ÒÏÖÅ ɀ 4865 Seneca Street 

- Ms. Linda Pellegrino, Host; AM Buffalo ɀ WKBW-TV 

- Ms. Patty Murray ɀ Chairwoman; Hopefortwo.org 

 

 

Individual Registrations for each event is $10 for members and $12 for future members. 

 

Reservations can be made by contacting  Frank Calieri, Executive Director at the 

Chamber office at 674-4900, via e-mail to director@westseneca.org or can 

conveniently be processed on-line at www.WestSeneca.org. 
 

-XXX- 

 

2012 

Board of Directors 
John Morrison-President 

Financial Trust Federal 

Credit Union 

 

Gerald Hathaway-VP 

West Seneca 

Local Development 

Corporation 

 

Dale McCabe-Secretary 

Southgate Plaza 

 

Tim Oldenburg-Treasurer 

W.Seneca School District 
 

Sue Buerster 

M&T Bank 

 

John Clouden 

Sgroi Financial 
 

Mary Feldmann 

Seneca Health Care 
 

Tim Jachlewski 

Evans Bank 
 

Michelle Monaco 

Shell Fab Custom 

Countertops & Casework 

 

Diana Stefanovich 

#ÈÒÉÓÔÅȭÓ 2ÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔ 

 

John Tobia 

Alside Supply 

 

950A Union Road  
Suite 5 

West Seneca, New 
York  14224 

716.674.4900 
674.5846 fax 
Frank Calieri, 

Executive Director 
director@WestSeneca.org 

www.WestSeneca.org  

mailto:director@westseneca.org
http://www.westseneca.org/
mailto:director@WestSeneca.org


West Seneca Chamber of Commerce 

950A Union Road ɀ Suite 5 

West Seneca, New York  14224 

716-674-4900   716-674-5846 fax 

Frank Calieri, Executive Director 

director@westseneca.org 
 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, January 26,  2012 ɀ 7:30am 

#ÈÒÉÓÔÅȭÓ 2ÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔ - 1056 Union Rd at the Southgate Plaza 

 

Mr. Seymour H. Knox, IV 

 ɀ Buffalo Niagara Businessperson & Philanthropist 
 CEO at Knox International LLC  

 Board Member at Albright -Knox Art Gallery  

 Principal at BPG Global Consulting, LLC  

 

The first breakfast ÓÐÅÁËÅÒȭÓ series this year will feature Seymour H. Knox, IV. The Knox family 

has always been a great supporter of the Buffalo Niagara region and Seymour has been deeply 

ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȭÓ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ Ï×ÎÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÏÆ 4ÈÅ "ÕÆÆÁÌÏ 3ÁÂÒÅÓȟ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 

founding of the Buffalo Bandits, WNYB TV 49, the building of HSBC Arena, and founding of the 

"ÕÆÆÁÌÏ 3ÁÂÒÅÓ !ÌÕÍÎÉ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ "ÕÆÆÁÌÏ 3ÁÂÒÅÓ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȢ )Î ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȭÓ 

contributions to WNY, his personal business interests and willingness to share his knowledge 

with friends, colleagues and businesses as well as his involvement with Bryant & Stratton and 

Daeman College is second to none. Seymour is also on the Board of Directors of the Albright-

Knox Art Gallery and The Forest Lawn Heritage Foundation.  

 

Mr. Ken Hansen 

 ɀ Board Member, Amanda Hansen Foundation 
Ken and his wife Kim Hansen, of West Seneca, New York, understand intimately what 

motivates them to keep pushing for improved safety laws. The couple lost their 16-year-old 

daughter and only child, Amanda, when she was poisoned by a carbon-monoxide leak at a 

sleepover. "A week after she passed away it hit me that there was something I had to do so that 

it wouldn't happen to another family," said Ken. "I knew that I needed to get carbon-monoxide 

detectors in homes." Today, Amanda's Law requires most houses and apartments in New York 

State to have working detectors. If Amanda had lived, the (ÁÎÓÅÎȭÓ would be spending their 

weekends looking at colleges. Instead, they devote their free time to educating people about 

carbon-monoxide poisoning and distributing CO detectors at places such as The Home Depot, 

Just Pizza, Schunke Insurance, Financial Trust Federal Credit Union and at fire stations. "The 

pain is always there, but every time we speak that's one more family Amanda is protecting," 

says Ken, his voice breaking. "That's what it's all about for us." February is Carbon Monoxide 

Awareness month and the Annual Wine and Beer Tasting to benefit the Amanda Hansen 

Foundation on Feb. 25 at the Buffalo Niagara Court Center. www.amandahansenfoundation.org 
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Thursday, March 22, 2012 ɀ 7:30am 

2ÙÁÎȭÓ 'ÒÅÙÓÉÄÅ 'ÒÉÌÌÅ Ǫ &ÌÁÐÐÙȭÓ 0ÕÂ ɀ Transit Road at Seneca Street 

 

Ms. Dottie Gallagher-Cohen, President & Chief Executive Officer 

 ɀ Visit Buffalo Niagara (formerly known as the Bflo Niagara Conv. & Visitors Bureau) 

Dottie Gallagher-Cohen has served as President and CEO of Visit Buffalo Niagara and its 

associated entities (Buffalo Niagara Convention Center, Buffalo Niagara Film Commission, 

and Buffalo Niagara Sports Commission) since 2010. Prior to joining Visit Buffalo Niagara, she 

was the Senior Vice President, Marketing for The Buffalo News and served on the executive 

management team. DuÒÉÎÇ ÈÅÒ ÔÅÎÕÒÅȟ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÈÏÎÏÒÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ .Å× 9ÏÒË 3ÔÁÔÅ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒȭÓ 

Award for excellence in media and served on the executive committee of the Yahoo! 

Newspaper Consortium. Currently, she is on the regional advisory board of Univera Health 

Care and The Buffalo Niagara Partnership. Dottie received her undergraduate degree from 

Towson University (Baltimore, Maryland) and her MBA from the University of Buffalo. 

www.visitbuffaloniagara.com  
 

Ms. Elizabeth /ȭ$ÏÎÎÅÌÌȟ  &ÏÕÎÄÅÒ ÁÎÄ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 

 ɀ Gliding Stars; Adaptive Ice Skating Programs  
To instill in others a sense of dignity and self-worth, to create opportunities for people to 

achieve in ways they had never before dreamed possible, and to enable others to experience 

delight in accomplishing their goals are considerable talents. Elizabeth Mary O'Donnell 

possesses them all. For almost 30 years she has used these talents to improve the quality of life 

for people with disabilities through ice skating. Experienced in competitive ice-skating and in 

performing with the Ice Capades, Ms. O'Donnell launched a teaching career in 1973 and began 

directing recreational and figure skating programs throughout Western New York State. It was 

during this time that she saw the opportunity to use her gift for teaching to enable challenged 

individuals to achieve the same self-confidence other children did by learning to ice skate. Out of 

this idea to bring the joys of skating to "handi-capable" people, she originally founded an 

organization called "The Skating Association for the Blind and Handicapped, Inc." in 1977 in her 

hometown of Buffalo, New York. Elizabeth established what is now known as Gliding Stars in 

1994 in response to hundreds of people across the country expressing interest in starting a 

similar program in their own communities. Elizabeth is now devoting her full time to this 

nationwide expansion as the President of Gliding Stars. In her spare time, Elizabeth gives 

motivational and informational speeches at commencements and national conferences on such 

topics as adaptive ice-skating, life-long learning, and community improvement. She enjoys 

gardening, yoga, sailing, water and snow skiing, hiking, kayaking, traveling, collecting art glass, 

and, of course, ice-skating!  www.glidingstars.org  
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Thursday, May 10, 2012 ɀ 7:30am 

4ÈÅ #ÏÌÕÍÎȭÓ "ÁÎÑÕÅÔ 2ÏÏÍ ɀ 2221 Transit Road at Seneca Street 
 

Donald L. Trump, MD, FACP - President & CEO 

Roswell Park Cancer Institute - Buffalo, NY 

 

Dr. Donald Trump is President and CEO of the Roswell Park Cancer Institute and is a nationally 

recognized medical oncologist whose clinical and research program has focused on the development 

of new approaches in the treatment of genitourinary cancer, especially prostate cancer. For the past 

16 years Dr. Trump and his colleague, Dr. Candace Johnson, Deputy Director of the Roswell Park 

Cancer Institute have focused their research efforts on the evaluation of the biologic and clinical role 

of vitamin D and vitamin D analogues in cancer etiology and therapeutics. 

 

Dr. Trump has held leadership positions in the Wisconsin Clinical Cancer Center, the Duke University 

Comprehensive Cancer Center and the University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute prior to his position 

at Roswell Park.  Dr. Trump has held NCI peer reviewed funding continuously since 1986 and has also 

been funded by the ACS and DOD. He has held national leadership positions in ECOG, CALGB and 

ASCO and ACoS-CoC and has served NIH study sections both as an ad hoc and permanent NIH 

member.  
 

Dr. Trump holds European and U.S. patents for the use of vitamin D and vitamin D analogs in 

combination with high-dose chemotherapy. He has co-edited a recent textbook entitled Vitamin D 

and Cancer (Springer).  He is a reviewer and/or member of the editorial board of prestigious journals, 

such as the New England Journal of Medicine, Journal of the National Cancer Institute, Cancer, 

Journal of Urologic Oncology, Clinical Cancer Research, Cure, Oncology, American Journal of Clinical 

Oncology, Cancer Chemotherapy and Pharmacology, Cancer Research and Journal of Clinical 

Oncology.  Dr. Trump has authored or co-authored more than 200 journal publications, book 

chapters and abstracts. 

 

Dr. Trump received his Bachelor of Science and Doctor of Medicine degrees from The Johns Hopkins 

University. He served his medical residency and was chief resident in medicine on the Osler Medical 

Service at The Johns Hopkins Hospital and was an oncology fellow at the Johns Hopkins Oncology 

Center.   www.roswellpark.org 
 

Lisa Scherer - Manager, The Ride For Roswell 2012 

Roswell Park Alliance Foundation 
The Ride For Roswell is an annual celebration of community support for Roswell Park Cancer 

Institute and its core mission to understand, prevent and cure cancer. The Ride is a year-round 

fundraising program for the Institute that culminates in a celebratory cycling event every June. It is a 

safe and healthy day of cycling fun for riders, teams, cancer survivors, and supporters. Lisa Scherer, 

Manager for The Ride for Roswell will give us a great preview of the June 23
rd

 event.  

www.rideforroswell.org  
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Thursday, October 11, 2012 ɀ 7:30am 

+ÏÔÅÃËÉȭÓ 'ÒÏÖÅ ɀ 4865 Seneca Street ɀ West Seneca 
 

Ms. Linda Pellegrino, Host; AM Buffalo ɀ WKBW-TV 
Linda Pellegrino is the host of AM Buffalo weekdays at 10am and Local Proud at 7:30am Saturdays. 

In her years at WKBW-TV, Linda has conducted thousands of live interviews with personalities 

ranging from the biggest Hollywood stars, to astronauts, world-famous doctors, experts, elected 

officials, and British royalty. In addition to contributing feature stories to AM Buffalo and Eyewitness 

News as a reporter, Linda was the weathercaster for Eyewitness News, and for Good Morning 

Western New York, the early morning newscast. For her outstanding work on Eyewitness News and 

on AM Buffalo, Linda was nominated twice for New York State Emmy Awards. Besides doing voice-

overs for many national TV and radio commercial spots, Linda contributes her professional talents to 

various local shows produced by Buffalo's Catholic Diocese, for which she won a Gabriel award for 

her narration in a video entitled: The Snowman Knows. outside of the TV station, Linda leads a very 

active life in the community. She has served as Honorary Chairperson for the physically and 

emotionally challenged at Buffalo's Heritage Centers, on the adopting Hope Project with Wendy's 

restaurants, and on various Variety Club Telethon-related fundraisers. Since 2000, she has served on 

the Board of Directors of the Hunter's Hope Foundation to prevent leukodystrophys. For her good 

work in the community over the years, and for serving as a positive role model, Linda was voted 

Italian-American of the Year in 2000 by the Italian-American Society of Western New York. Prior to 

joining Channel 7, Linda was a popular host on WWKB Radio, Oldies 104, and WBEN. Her weather 

reports were heard for three years on WGR-AM. Linda's television credits also include a stint as 

movie host on WUHF-TV Channel 31 in Rochester and also on WUTV, the Fox affiliate in Grand 

Island. A native of Suffern, New York, Linda obtained her Associates Degree at Rockland Community 

College and her Bachelor's Degree in Broadcast Communications at SUNY Brockport. Linda resides 

in Cheektowaga with her husband, Bob, and their son, Brett.   www.wkbw.com  

 

 

Ms. Patty Murray ɀ Chairwoman; Hopefortwo.org 
Hope for Two...The Pregnant with Cancer Network is a national non-profit 

organization for women diagnosed with cancer during pregnancy. Their mission is 

to connect women who are pregnant with cancer with other women who have been 

pregnant with the same type of cancer. These women are here to lend support, 

offer hope and share their experiences with one another through phone and e-mail 

conversation. Patty Murray, Chairwoman has an incredible story which is the 

reason for why this organization exists today.  www.hopefortwo.org  
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